SUMMARY OF RESPONSES FROM A SURVEY OF RESIDENTS IN
COMBS & LITTLE FINBOROUGH & VISITORS TO OAKS MEADOW IN AUGUST 2025


1. 84 Households in Combs & Little Finborough completed the survey.
51 Visitor households completed the survey.
135 Households in total

2. The majority of visitors come from Stowmarket. Others from Battisford, Needham Market, Elmswell & Wattisham. There were some visitors from villages/towns further afield such as Woolpit, Wyverstone & Hadleigh.

3. The households in Combs & Little Finborough represented 166 adults & 42 children
The visitor households represented 			      101 adults & 95 children
Representing: 	267 Adults in total
137 Children in total

4. The frequency of visits to Oaks Meadow varied with local residents visiting more frequently, some on a daily or weekly basis while those outside the village mostly visited 1 – 3 times a month.

5. The reason for visiting the meadow for both residents and visitors were varied, but the majority (55%) cited the play area with all it’s equipment and facilities as the main reason. It was described as a safe, open space where children can be observed wherever they are. 
Residents used it a lot for walking the dog and going out for a walk.
Visitors use it as a meeting place to socialise with friends. Residents use it to have family time especially with grandchildren.
Some residents volunteer on a regular basis to maintain the meadow and it’s facilities.
There was an appreciation from both groups of the green space and all it has to offer including peace and quiet and being able to be out in the countryside. A natural environment where children can explore and learn.

6. The features that were liked by residents and visitors were again varied and covered all aspects of the meadow. 
The playground with special mention of the mud kitchen and swings was in both responses.
The toilets are seen as important for old and young alike.
The greenspace with the gardens, pond and pathways add to the outdoor experience.
The benches, seating & gazebo offer resting spaces and shelter.
The car park is seen as essential for visitors by car.

7. 73 (87%) Households in Combs & Little Finborough answered yes to a community room on site.
49 (96%) Visitor households answered yes to a community room on site.
122 Households in total answered yes to a community room on site.

8. 50 (60%) Households in Combs & Little Finborough would want to book the community room
44 (86%)Visitor households would want to book the community room
94 Households in total would want to book the community room.





8a. 	Both residents and visitors would want to book the community room for:
Parties: birthday parties, family and social  gatherings and celebrations in general.
Craft groups: art, lace, 3D workshops
Exercise classes: yoga, indoor stretch, Zumba, hypnobirthing.
Children’s groups: home educated groups, childminders sessions, indoor play.
Meetings: committees, team building.
Fundraising: table top sale, produce sale
Misc.: Wattisham Mums. WHS Cookery sessions. 

9. The list of activities that both residents and visitors would like to see organised in the community room by other people or organisations was extensive:
Arts and crafts: wreath making, pottery, artwork, painting, paint & plonk, knit & natter, nature printing.
Children’s activities: play sessions, crafts, workshops, film sessions, entertainment, toddler/baby group, sensory group.
Clubs: history, book club, youth club, gardening, art, knitting, drama. 
Cooking: seasonal food, preserves, fruit & veg
Entertainment: music events, Flix in the Stix, events
Exercise: yoga, keep fit, pilates, 60+ fitness, Zumba
Fundraising: charity fundraising events, village fete, secondhand school uniform sale, kids stuff sale
Holistic therapies: wellness classes, meditation group, sound bath
Socials; coffee mornings, coffee shop, coffee caravan, afternoon tea, tea room, tea & chat, singles & lonely, bingo, race nights, quiz nights, community gatherings.
Sports: table tennis, indoor games, cribbage, dominoes, darts, martial arts, board games.
Talks: local history, wildlife, health topics, environmental topic, local area, politics, current affairs, guest talks.
Workshops: hobbies, learning activities, nature & environmental, bushcraft, demonstrations



In summary, Oaks Meadow Project is seen as a valuable asset to the residents of Combs and Little Finborough and to those who visit the site. The facilities that have been provided so far are appreciated with many saying that the balance of outdoor play and the countryside experience is just right, with something for everyone regardless of age or ability.

The vast majority of residents and nearly all visitors would like to see a community room on Oaks Meadow. Many would like to book the facility for themselves. The ideas for organised events in a community room was extensive, illustrating the need for a suitable structure on site.
